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set up by a group of veterans to honor U.S. war dead.

Brought together by grief

Forlorn young war widows find one another through the Internet.

By PALoMA EsQuUivEL
Times Stafy Wriler

HEN & muarried soldier

dies, the military re-

moves his wedding band

Lo send to his widow.

Taryn Davis of San
Marcos, Texas, learned this just after her
husband, Army Cpl. Michael W. Davis,
was killed last year by a roadside bomb in
Iraq. His widow, 22, rushed to contact the

casually assistance officer assigned to
help her, begging him to make sure the
ring never came off his finger. He prom
1sed her he'd keep it on,

When a married soldier dies, his be
longings are shipped home in black
boxes, Every piece of clothing is washed

and folded, every movie and CD put in a
white case, every picture stacked in a
plastic bag. Beth Tomczak, 23, of Fort
Bragg, N.C., didn't know the Army would
do this until she got the boxes holding the
belongings of her husband, Staff Sgt.
Zachary B. Tomezak. She had hoped to
get his things as he had left them.

There is no official list of U.S. war wid-
ows, but there are thousands — nearly
half of the 4,155 soldiers Kkilled in Iraq and
Afghanistan were married. Most of the
dead were young, as are the women they
left behind

Over the weekend, Tomceczak, Davis
and a few other military widows, all in
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GRIEF: Beth Tomczak, left, of Fort
Bragg, N.C., and Angelee Lombardi of
Flagstaff, Ariz., mourn their husbands.

their 20s, gathered in a rented beach
house in Santa Monica.

The women, who found one another
on the Internet and come from cities
across the country, talk nearly every day.
They share their experiences, including

planning funerals, figuring out what to do
with their husbands’ things, and dealing
with relatives who don't know what it is
Lo be 20 and a widow.
Davis — who founded the group now
called the American Widow Project —
Tomezak and Nicole Hart of Burbank,

whose husband, David, was killed in Irng
this year, are featured In an online docu-

mentary called “We Regret to Inform
You.” It premieres tonight in Culver City.
Later this month, the women will take
their stories across the country. In a
rented RV, they will travel to military
bases, trying to find other young widows,
hoping to spare them a bit of the over
whelming loneliness, isolation and help-
lessness that they felt in the weeks and
months after their husbands died.

Davis, after hearing that her husband
had died, spent weeks on the couch in the
home she had shared with him. She re-
fused to eat, refused to get up.

“Everybody went back to their day-to-
day life, and I found myself not getting
better,” she said. “I knew there were oth-
ers like me. I wanted to know their sto-
ries. I wanted to know how they met their
husbands; 1 wanted to know what gets
them up every day.”

She spent hours on the Internet,
looking for resources and coming up
short. There are several war widows or-
ganizations, but most are advocacy
groups whose base of support is older

[ See War widows, Page B6)
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Allow a majority
budget vote at last

Sacramento
on't blame Demo-
crats for the
record-long bud-
get stalemate that
IS forcing the state

Lo stiff private suppliers, com-
munity colleges and healthcare
centers for the poor.

They've tried to compro-
rhise, agreeing to cut programs
for schools, welfare families
and the impoverished aged,
blind and disabled. They're
even willing to accept some of

Moreover, most are philosophi-
cally opposed to taxing people
more — particularly during a
recession — and are sticking to
their principles. That's sup-
posed to be an admirable trait.
And Schwarzenegger? The
Republican governor has little
clout with GOP lawmakers
and seems incapable of elic-
iting any of their votes. But
give him credit: He did re-
cently offer a revised budget
— including a one-
cent sales tax increase and

proposal
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Making musiec with his hands

In a workshop behind his home in El Sereno, Cesar
Augusto Castro Gonzalez crafts instruments vital to the

folk music from his native Veracruz, Mexico, which he
has been obsessed with since his youth. Page B2
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Crime rate
higher for

Study finds that in L.A.
County, 75% of illegal
immigrant inmates
who return engage in
cniminal activity again.

By ANNA GORMAN
Titmes Stafy Writer

———

Ilegal immigrants who have
been deported at least once
from the United States are far
more likely than othey immi-
grants to repeatedly commit
crimes, according to a study by
the nonprofit Rand Corp,

The data indicated that {-
legal immigrants, overall, were
not a greater crime risk. ac-
cording to the study, which
looked at all inmates released
from Los Angeles County Jail
for a month in 2002.

But among those who previ-
ously had been deported, re-
entered the US. and were ar-
rested and released from jall,
nearly 75% went on to commit

more times during the one-year

tml-

much lower for illegnl
grants who had not been

ously deported, with 32% or
those inmates being rearrested
within a year and 7% arrested
three or more times during
that year.

Since the data were col-
lected in 2002, the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department
has overhauled screening for il-
legal immigrants and the U.S.
Department of Homeland Se-
curity has poured resources
into border security. But re-
searchers said the analysis still
could have public policy impli-
cations for LLA. County and
other counties around the na-
tion.

“If you are trying to target
people who are repeatedly cy-
cled through the criminal jus-
tice system, this looks like a
good risk marker,” said author
Laura Hickman, a researcher
at Portland State University.
“It doesn’t make sense to just
sweep up all deportable aliens,
but to focus resources on the
group who are at the most risk
for committing new crimes in
the community.”

The authors acknowledged
that the study was limited be-
cause they couldn't determine
the immigration status of
many of the inmates and oth-
ers may have falsely claimed
US. birth. As a result, the
study limited its analysis to 517
male illegal Immigrants re-
leased from Los Angeles
County jails between Aug. 4
and Sept. 2, 2002.

Law enforcement author-
ities said the report, published
online this summer in the jour-

deportees

nal Crime &

underscores their ongoing cf
forts to target llegal Immi-
grants who have been ordered
deported or removed from the
United States. But L.A. County
SherifY Lee Baca sald the re-
port also shows that the federal
government needs Lo do more
Lo stop eriminals from sneak-
ing back across the US.-Mexi-
co border.

“Criminals who are illegal
Immigrants know no limits and
no boundaries,” he sald. “The
harder we make it for them to
get across, the better.”

The Los Angeles County
Jall began working with federal
immigration agents in 2008 to
screen  foreign-born  inmates

[ See Deportees, Page B6)
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By RicH CONNELL
Times Stafl Writer

Kyon Salaam and his
mother were pulled to the
street comer in their north
Long Beach neighborhood by a
violent crash. Two cars had

Does affirmative action
help or hurt lawyers?

Professor seeks state
bar exam data to study
racial bias. Bar says no.

By CAroL J. WiLLIAMS
Times Staly Writer

In his 19 years as a law pro-
fessor at UCLA, Richard Sand-
er has pondered a nagging
question: Does affirmative ac-
tion help or hinder African
Americans who want to be-
come lawyers?

'Noymrsago he published
research suggesting that racial
preferences at law firms might
be responsible for black law-
yers' high rate of attrition and
difficulty making partner. He

{)

hypothesized that in the inter-
est of promoting diversity, law
firms sometimes hired black
lawyers who were underquali-
fied, and that when there was a
“credentials gap" between
black and white lawyers at a
firm, black lawyers often were
less likely to advance and more
likely to leave the firm.

- The research stirred debate
throughout the legal communi-
ty, and Sander said he was sur-
prised at the vehemence with
which people attacked his mo-
tives. A former Volunteers in
Service to America partici-
pant, fair-housing activist and
campaigner for Chicago's fir<:
black mayor, Sander, w!
white, insisted he was

trying to exan




